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MARKET REPORT 
 

Tuesday 31ST December 2024 

** 4812 Head Forward and Sold this Week ** 
 

                           

Prime Sheep (2293) 
NSL SQQ 322.36p/kg to 395p/kg for J & A Farming, Farnsfield  

and £214 for MJ Dickens, Northants 
 

Store Sheep (633) 
Store Lambs to £133 for PR Stephens, Wigston 

Average £113.51 
 

Cull Ewes, Rams & Goats (1886) 
Cull Ewes to £315 for Margarita Farms, Oxford 
Cull Rams to £242 for MJ Dickens, Northants 

Cull Goats to £141 for M Moore, Birtsall 
Average £140 

 

 

 

We would just like to thank everybody for all the support that you have continued 
to show us this year. 

 
From all here at Melton Mowbray Market, we hope you all had a very Merry 

Christmas & a Happy New Year. 
 
 
 

Normal Sales to Continue from Tuesday 7th January, all Classes of Sheep, and 
Wednesday 8TH January, all Cattle. 

 
 
 
 
 

Call us on: 01664 562 971 

Melton Mowbray Market, Scalford 

Road, Leicestershire,LE13 1JY 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARD PAYMENTS 

Due to extraordinary cost increases across the board from our card payment provider starting in April, we will not be able 

to accept commercial Debit Cards without the 3% surcharge that currently applies to commercial Credit Cards. We 

continue to work with our card providers and other providers to address this issue, but in the meantime, the only card 

payments we can accept without surcharges are consumer debit cards.  We continue to be unable to accept consumer 

credit cards at all.          

We apologise for the inconvenient caused and would encourage customers to use BACS payments wherever possible.   

CATTLE ENTRY FORMS 

We would like to remind our customers of the importance of correctly filling out Cattle Entry Forms. ALL cattle must be 

accompanied by a fully completed and signed entry form to include the TB testing interval and date of most recent test 

along with Farm assurance details and any reserves. Cattle entry forms can be collected from the market office or 

downloaded from our website. If you have any questions, please ask a member of staff or call us on 01664 562971. 

 

PAY ON THE DAY POLICY – REMINDER OF TERMS 

We would like to remind our customers that all store and breeding stock must be paid for on the day. Prime stock 
purchasers can apply for terms using an account form, which can be posted or emailed on request and are also available 

from the market office. For Prime stock purchasers with credit agreements, credit terms will extend to a maximum of two 
weeks. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us on 01664 562971. 

 
FARM ASSURANCE STATUS 

Would all cattle vendors selling cattle as Farm Assured please ensure that their Farm Assurance is up to date, with all 
linked holdings registered to the primary holding, and ensure that the stickers used in passports match the details held by 
the administering Farm Assurance body. We are increasingly having issues with linked holdings not being covered under a 
primary FABBL account, and severe deductions are being applied at the time of slaughter. In such instances, the vendor is 

liable for all deductions made. 
 

NAMED/NUMBERED SIRES 

Vendors are advised that named sires must be officially printed on the passport of the animal and not hand written. We 
will not sell animals as being named or numbered sire if the sire details are not printed onto the passport. Sire details may 

be checked with the breed societies online to ensure that they are correct. Please also include sire details on your blue 
entry forms which accompany cattle to market. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

LAIRAGE 

For lairage please call Rory Mullan (07500 833 710). 

AGENTS ACTING FOR THIRD PARTY PRINCIPALS 
Agents acting for buyers are reminded that under the national LAA terms and conditions of sale (para 17.3), they are jointly and 

severally liable with the principal for all contracts.  The agent may be released from their joint and several obligation, but only through 
prior written agreement with the Market. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 

New Veterinary Attestation rule for farmers to be introduced on 13th December 2023. 

THOSE WITHOUT VETINARY ATTESTATION MAY RISK SERIOUS PRICE REDUCTIONS WITH STOCK BEING INELIGIBLE FOR 

EXPORT! 

What’s changing? Changes in legislation, as from 13th December 2023, will require all producers selling livestock for slaughter to 

have had an annual farm veterinary visit to allow their animals, and/or part of any animal, to be exported out of the UK. The purpose 

of the new rule is to comply with EU export requirements to verify the absence of notifiable disease and provide general advice on 

farm biosecurity. 

Farmers whose holdings are already Farm Assured may use the veterinary inspection required for this as their attestation.  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ACT NOW.  If you do nothing and do not have a VAN, it may limit the value and demand  

NOTICES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FARM ASSURANCE CONSULTATION  

Further to earlier information circulated on the Farm Assurance review that is taking 
place. 

It is important that current Assured farmers, those that have not renewed their 
assurance membership for any reason and those that have never been a member, all 

respond to the consultation. 
Please find attached a poster that the review committee would appreciate if you could 

put up in your market. 
Please encourage your customers to complete the consultation. 

 

WASHING OUT AT THE MARKET 
 

A reminder to all bringing livestock to Market, you must wash out after unloading and before 
loading any more animals. 

 
If you intend to leave empty and wash out elsewhere, please fill in this form and leave with a 

member of staff - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-of-animals-
undertaking-to-cleanse-and-disinfect-vehicles - Staff can provide you with blank 

copies if needed.   
 

Thank you 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE LIVESTOCK 

AUCTIONEERS ASSOCIATION (LAA) 

Our trade association, The Livestock Auctioneers 

Association (“LAA”), is providing a new market 

prices data service on behalf of the industry and 

this will cease to be provided by the AHDB from 1 

January 2024. 

All active customers of Melton Mowbray Market 

will continue to get free access to daily prices 

through the LAA’s service.  Those users of market 

prices who do not contribute to their formation will 

need to pay to continue to receive live prices. 

Sign up to find out more at -   

Alternatively, you can view each of the videos on 
the YouTube channel (@auctionmarketsLAA) via 
the following links: 

• Video 2 – Demonstrating 
ONE.LIVE.HUB – https://youtu.be/i0BM_K
CaQoE  

  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-of-animals-undertaking-to-cleanse-and-disinfect-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-of-animals-undertaking-to-cleanse-and-disinfect-vehicles
https://youtu.be/i0BM_KCaQoE
https://youtu.be/i0BM_KCaQoE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bluetongue briefing – last update 10/12/24 – 10pm 
To all customers. 

On Saturday night, the Restricted Zone (the “Zone”) was extended to include additional parts of Hampshire, 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Our permission to sell breeding stock to buyers outside the Zone is available for all 
sales where there is a dedicated breeding section, including weekly Tuesday and Wednesday sheep and cattle 
sales – please contact the office to find out more. 

The Zone now covers part or all of the counties and unitary authorities of Bedfordshire, Berkshire (part), 
Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, City of Kingston upon Hull, City of York, East Riding of Yorkshire, East 
Sussex, Essex, Greater London, Hampshire (part), Hertfordshire, Isle of Wight, Kent, Leicestershire (part), 
Lincolnshire, Norfolk, North Yorkshire (part) Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire (part), Suffolk, 
Surrey, Warwickshire (part), West Sussex and Wiltshire (part).                                      

Being in the Zone, we can sell livestock from the whole country, without any special licences.  However, we 
are only allowed to sell to buyers within the Zone, buyers for approved abattoirs outside, or buyers of 
breeding stock which has been pre movement tested (or is from outside the Zone) and will be post 
movement tested.  For more details on the movement restrictions and free testing available, see below. 

We are aware that some abattoirs from outside the Zone are refusing to handle stock from within the Zone, 
or imposing price penalties on stock sold. Rest assured that for stock sold through the Market, we will get you 
the best available price on the day from competing buyers.  We are working hard with existing and new 
buyers to find more outlets for your stock and campaigning directly and through our trade association, the 
LAA, for greater freedom of trade for you (to reduce these penalties) as the temperature reduces and the 
virus becomes less able to replicate. Please continue to visit this page for the latest information. 
 
If you are in any doubt as to what you can do, please message us and we will do our best to help you. 
 
More detail on movement restrictions 

• Free movement within the Zone (save for premises under restrictions) 
• Free movement into the Zone from Markets or farms 
• No movement without a specific licence is currently allowed out of the Zone unless direct to 

licensed slaughterhouse, licensed slaughter only (Red) market or for breeding stock into England 
only subject to pre (within 5 days of consignment to Market) and post movement testing (6-10 
days after leaving the Market) through an approved market (which includes Melton) 

• https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue-approved-slaughter-markets-and-
designated-breeding-sales 

• To arrange free pre and post movement testing, see here 
– https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bluetongue-get-free-testing-for-your-
animals/bluetongue-get-free-testing-for-your-animals 

• Movement licences are available here – https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue-movement-
licences-and-designated-slaughterhouses 
 

Join our campaign for greater freedom to trade! 
Dear customer 

We are writing to you to encourage you to lobby your MP to relax the Bluetongue restrictions which we 
believe are damaging your livelihood. 
Whilst we recognise that the need for disease control, we believe that the restrictions are more damaging 
than the disease, especially given its low mortality rate here and the cooling weather. 
If you agree, please follow this link to find your MP based on your postcode and email them with this request 
– www.writetothem.com and complete the form below to add your name to our list of campaigners. If you 
can add any personal experience to the message, including the direct costs and hardship on you, please do. 
There is also a short survey being run on Bluetongue which you are all encouraged to complete and we would 
urge you to include a point about the economic damage in the final question – this is already having an 
impact and has been acknowledged as the majority of feedback received. The survey can be found here. 
Should you have any questions, please let us know. 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue-approved-slaughter-markets-and-designated-breeding-sales
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue-approved-slaughter-markets-and-designated-breeding-sales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bluetongue-get-free-testing-for-your-animals/bluetongue-get-free-testing-for-your-animals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bluetongue-get-free-testing-for-your-animals/bluetongue-get-free-testing-for-your-animals
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue-movement-licences-and-designated-slaughterhouses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bluetongue-movement-licences-and-designated-slaughterhouses
http://www.writetothem.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7qe9Z4D970GskTWEGCkKHpQRgFf8ZilEoZXC3trqedpUN0VQMFdOVVM0R0lNTEpLMkYwMkRCRjBWVy4u


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIME SHEEP 
AUCTIONEER - SCOTT RUCK 

TEL: 07796 897 516 

 
 

***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** 
Please note, any sheep that are in lamb will not be accepted at our prime sheep or ewe 

sales. 
It is illegal for these sheep to be presented for slaughter and the abattoir(s) will escalate any 

breaches by tracing back to the originating famer and reporting  the offence to APHA. 
It is essential that sheep are checked before sending to market so that no oversights can 

occur. 
 

New Season Lambs (2293)- SQQ 322.56p/kg  
 

The fireworks started early at the stockyard on New Years Eve as prime lambs absolutely took off and flew to 
new heights. A bigger yarding seen than in recent weeks with 2293 on and gone averaging 322.56ppk. A much 
better show of meat seen this week with a good number of lambs coming off roots and really seeing the best 
of the rewards. Every single kilo weighed and paid as ever across our weighbridge as we continue to show 
selling live will always thrive.  

Under 40kg  

A smaller show of lighter lambs forward this week, with some super sorts among them from beginning to end. 
Our regular supporter Mike Dickens up from Northamptonshire topping this section seeing a trio of Texels 
weighing 36.5kg and reaching 384ppk. Up from Oxfordshire, Chiltern Beltex topping their light lambs with a 
super little 33kg Beltex lamb seeing 356ppk, others from the same good home saw 346ppk for 38kg. Simon 
Hubbard from just down the road in Oakham saw his best pen of 10 Texel lambs weigh 36kg and see a trade 
of 353ppk with another pen of 4 from the same home weighing 39.5kg at 339ppk. Once again making the 
journey up the motorway was Andrew Ivory with a pen of 39.5kg reaching 342ppk, matching this same good 
figure was Kingarth with a pen of 5 weighing in at 39kg.  

40kg – 44.5kg  

Topping the day was the man of the moment, Jim Stephens with a 43kg lamb all the way to 395ppk, with 
another lamb from the very same good home weighing 41kg and reaching 373ppk. Chiltern Beltex once again 
with their name up in lights, with a group of 4 Beltex lambs weighing 42.5kg all the way to 374ppk. Kingarth 
Farms as always in the top placings, with this good home with a single 40kg lamb reaching 364ppk. Our very 
own Nicola Blincow seeing her very best 42kg lamb at 354ppk. Up from Slapton was R & B Smith with the 
team, this good home topping their run of lambs at 351ppk for 44kg and 349ppk for another pen just 1kg 
lighter. Fan favourite SH Gunn also up in the business end of the trade topping at 348ppk for a pen of 13 
weighing 40kg.  



 

 

  

45kg – 49.5kg  

Skinner Brothers jumping on the band wagon with their first load of lambs seen for the season, this good 

home topping at 357ppk for a brace of lambs weighing 46kg and another big pen of 15 seeing 334ppk for 

47kg. Tom French over from the Eastern regions topping this good run was a 47.5kg lamb seeing 347ppk. M 

Turner with some tremendous 49kg lambs reaching 341ppk, matching this good figure of 341ppk for 46kg 

was RJ Beardsley. Once again, the ladies from Slapton in the headlines, this time for lambs weighing 46.5kg 

seeing 339ppk. 

50kg +  

All about 1 man in the heavy lambs with Mike Dickens topping these at 373ppk for a lamb weighing 51kg 

with another pen of 11 weighing 58.5kg at 342ppk and finally a single 65kg lamb reaching 329ppk. Skinner 

Brothers also flexing with the heavy lambs topping their heavies at 339ppk for 56kg with other pens at 

333ppk for 53.5kg and 332ppk for 53kg respectively. Not all too far behind was Tom French with a brace of 

54.5kg all the way to 330ppk. 

In The Lump  

Some huge figures seen this week with 1 man in particular singing of the highest hymn sheet. Mike Dickens 

seeing 65kg lamb at £214, 68kg at £207, 58.5kg at £200 and a 51kg lamb seeing £190. Matching this figure of 

£190 was the Skinner Brothers with their best pen of lambs weighing 56kg. Hot on their heels was SW 

Loomes with a single 58kg lamb seeing £189. Andrew Wood having a flying trade from start to finish topping 

with a pen of 58.5kg seeing £183 and others from the same good home seeing £180 for 59kg. Also seeing the 

£180 was R & B Smith for a brace of 65.5kg and Tom French for his brace of 54.5kg.  

 

More lambs needed week in week out to keep up with the buying power who are continuing to look for 
more and more. From all of us here at Melton we would like to thank you for all your support throughout 

the year and we look forward to kicking on in the same fashion in 2025. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EWES 
AUCTIONEER – SCOTT RUCK  

TEL: 07796 897516  

 

Ewes - (1886) AVG £140 

They just keep coming! Another sea of ewes at Melton Market as we continue to flex our muscles week after 
week in the cull ewe department and attracting more ewes getting further away week after week. 1886 cull 
ewes and rams seen to average a more than impressive £140.   
 
Topping the day was Margarita Farms up from Oxfordshire with tremendous Texel ewes seeing £315 and 
others to £260 from the very same home. Also seeing that magic figure of £300 was R & B Smith, with the same 
stable also seeing a trio to £260. Regular consignor Tessa Bustance had a brace of Texel ewes seeing £292. Just 
shy of this, seeing £290, was first time consignors NC & CG Hedges, up from East Sussex, and matching this 
figure was Josh Bustance for 1 single Beltex ewe. Charollais from the man, the myth, the legend, Nigel 
Thorndyke of Horncastle, seeing his best all the way to £280 and once again NC & CG Hedges with Beltex lambs 
seeing another 5 all the way to £265. Top of the drovers Jim Stephens, seeing his best Charollais at £260 with 
this figure being matched by R & B Smith for a trio of Texels, and Josh Bustance for a pen of 5 Beltex. Just £1 
behind was regular supporter John Elkington up on the Oxfordshire bus, seeing £259 for a pen of 7 Texels.   
 
Onto the Suffolks and a flying trade for the biggest strongest meat, topping these was a dozen from N 
Thorndyke seeing £222, with a pen of 9 from the very same good home seeing £208. Also hitting the £200 on 
the dot was W Hull for his very best Suffolk. A brace of ewes the same way bred from JH Grundy saw £191 with 
Phil Weaver hot on his heals with his at £190. A further £1 behind at £189 was RJ Neal & Son. A big pen of 13 
from JA Brown & Son saw £183 and matching this figure was AF & R Stannage for a pen of 4 Suffolks.  
 
Mules maybe just the dearest they’ve ever been with that man N Thorndyke once again topping these and 
seeing super ewes all the way to £186 with the very same good home also having a pen of 10 reach £182. A trio 
from the dream team at J & A Farming saw £178, with Josh Bustance not too far away with his best Mules 
seeing £173. JA Brown & Son and W Haynes & Son saw the top end of their Mules reach £170 with Mike 
Dickens seeing a pen of 6 at £165.  
 
The only way is up in the cull ewes here at the Stockyard with record numbers seen in December and a record 
trade to match. Thank you as ever for the support in 2024 and we wish you a very happy New Year and look 
forward to a great 2025.      

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

STORE SHEEP 
AUCTIONEERS – SCOTT RUCK & HARRY AMOS 

TEL: 07796 897 516 & 07596 862 175 

 

 

Store Lambs - (633) AVG £113.51 

Nearly as many buyers as sheep forward this week. We see the year out with a bang in the store 
lambs, as one of the dearest trades seen all year come on New Years Eve. Short in number with 
just 633 seen but with a monumental average of £113.51, to include all qualities. Who needs to 
go out on New Years to see the fireworks when all the came at 12:30pm up and down the store 
sheep lines at The Stockyard of the Midlands.   

Topping was a tremendous pen of a dozen lambs from PR Stephens seeing £133. Philipson Estate 
were not too far behind with a pen of 15 strong lambs reaching £131.50. A impressive run of 
lambs forward up from Richard Haynes of Winslow, with this good home topping their run at 
£130.50 for a pen of 14 Charollais X and the next pen seeing up to £121. A trio of tup lambs from P 
Bendall reached £128.50 also. Andy Bell, once again, supporting as he has been all year with his 
biggest pen of a dozen lambs seeing £127. Plenty of vendors seeing £126, these being J & V Short 
for a pen of 9, KJ Heaps with a Kerry Hill tup lamb and B Dixon with a big pen of 18 also matching 
this figure. Just behind at £125.50 were a dozen lambs from C Timms and matching this was W 
Handy & Sons for their best pen of 10. Once again JE & JO Smith selling a big run of lambs to 
proper rewards with this home topping their run at £125, with 2 other pens hitting the £124.50 and 
another pen at £124.  

The top end of the strongest and better-bred lambs this week were all easily over the £115 mark, 
with the mediums still all well over £100. Just the real obscurely bred lambs and harder finishing 
types struggled to hit the £70 mark this week.  

As ever many more lambs needed each week and can all be sold to vendors advantage, with 
buyers simply queuing up to fill lorries and trailers with lambs. From all of us here at Melton we 
would like to thank you all for the non-stop support you have shown us throughout 2024 and we 
look forward to kick on in the same manor in the new year.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cattle Grazing Available 
Good Fertilised Grass 

All stock can be checked daily. 
Headable Payments  

Based in Beckingham 
Please Contact Peter Parker on: 07766 475799 

Farm Worker Required 
For sheep – arable and fencing work located near 

Grantham 
Please contact Mr William Murdoch –  

075122 50402 

Pedigree Simmental Bulls 
Pure Polled 

No dehorning. No TB 
Please Contact Gillian - 

Tel: 07821 352403 

Sheep Keep Required 

Ideally located within 20 miles of Melton 

Mowbray Market 

Please contact Scott Ruck: 07796897516 

Alvan Blanch m90 mill and mix with RV 280 roller 
mill. 

 year 2009 complete with electrics.  
Good condition.  £5,250 Ono   

Near Sleaford. Call David: 07710800670 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Local Melton Mowbray based business looking for 

another location in the region to fuel rapid 
expansion.  Ideally looking for 10,000 - 20,000 sq 

ft commercial units / agricultural barns / 
warehouse with similar sized yard.  HGV truck 

access required. 
For all enquiries please contact Scott Ruck 07796 

897516. 

 
Fodder Beet Available 

Grantham Area 
Contact Scott Ruck 07796 897516. 

To advertise here please contact the Market Office on 01664 562 971 - £10 for 3 weeks! 

 

  CLASSIFED ADVERTS  

 

NOTICES 

BREAVEMENTS 

 

The Directors and Staff of Melton Mowbray Market are saddened to 

announce the passing of Brenda Witcomb, beloved wife to Horace, loving 

Mother to Adrian and Grandmother to Lewis. Brenda sadly passed away on 

Saturday 14th December 2024. 

 A dear friend to many, she will be sadly missed.  

Brenda’s funeral will be held at Loughborough Crematorium on Friday 10th 

January at 2.30pm. 

 



 


